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Synopsis 
 

 

 

The Education for All Fast Track Initiative (EFA FTI) was launched in 2002 as a global partnership 

between developing countries, donor countries, civil society organizations and multilateral organizations 

such as the World Bank, UNICEF and UNESCO. Its goal is to ensure accelerated progress towards 

universal primary education for all boys and girls by 2015. All low-income countries that demonstrate 

commitment towards achieving the education MDG can receive support from EFA FTI. Through EFA FTI, 

all involved partner countries and donor agencies coordinate at both national and international levels to 

ensure greater donor harmonization, knowledge sharing and resource mobilization. 

 

 

EFA FTI’S KEY ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2009  

This report kicks off with a month-by-month reporting of EFA FTI’s 2009 Highlights; captures its main 

achievements in “Getting More Children into Schools” (Chapter 1); improving aid effectiveness in 

“Working More Effectively” with development partners (Chapter 2); leveraging domestic and 

international financing for education and what FTI partners are doing in “Scaling Up” (Chapter 3) 

their efforts; and finally “Marking a Step Change” in education development by building on progress 

achieved and learning from the mid-term evaluation.  

 

COUNTRY PROFILES FOR ALL 40 FTI PARTNER COUNTRIES 

The report provides information for each country on education progress indicators such as primary 

gross intake and completion rates, total primary enrollment and number of out-of-school children as 

well as domestic spending, enrollment rate, repetition and dropout rate. The country profiles also 

show for each country external financing for basic education and the projected program costs and 

financing gap for primary/ basic education. 

 

 

 



 
 

MORE CHILDREN ENROLL AND COMPLETE PRIMARY SCHOOL  

 3 million more children are enrolled in Grade 1 (2000/2001 – 2007/2008); 

 19 million more children are in school (2000-2007); 

 Decline in number of out-of-school children from 17.8 to 16.1 million in FTI countries (2006/7) 

 17 out of 40 FTI countries have achieved or are on schedule to achieve a primary completion 

rate of 95% or more; 

 11 FTI partner countries have achieved gender parity in primary education 

 Improved transition rates from primary to secondary education 

 20 FTI countries use Early Grade Reading Assessment to track student readings skills  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

EFA FTI Highlights 2009 – At a Glance 
 

 FTI endorsed the education sector plans of 40 countries  

 4 new countries joined the Partnership: Bhutan, Laos, Malawi, and Nepal  

 A mid-term evaluation report guiding future EFA FTI reforms was concluded 

 A new program entitled PACE has been created to help strengthen local education groups and the 

capacity of governments to implement their education sector plans.   

 USD1.6 billion allocated to 32 low-income countries to support their national education plans  

 USD689 million disbursed till December 2009  

 The EFA FTI Equity and Inclusion Toolkit was piloted in Kyrgyzstan, Lesotho and Malawi  

 74% of Catalytic Fund allocations went to  three post-conflict countries Tajikistan, Nepal and Haiti; the 

proposal for the support to Haiti has been restructured to maximize the responsiveness to the current 

crisis 

Changes in Governance and Funding Mechanisms 

 World Bank no longer sole supervising entity of funds from the Catalytic Fund. The Netherlands are  

supervising  Zambia’s catalytic fund allocation and an allocation was given to UNICEF to support 

Madagascar’s program 

 EFA FTI support increasingly has used pooled-funding and sector budget support which led to a decline in 

project-type support by 53% (2003-2009) 

 Funding window for countries in crisis or transition situations is under development   

 More inclusive Board of Directors with representatives from  4 partner countries, 6 donor countries, 4 

multilateral agencies and 3 CSOs  

 The first independent Chair of the Board of Directors was appointed 

 Proposal for a Single EFA Fund 

 



 
 

THE MID-TERM EVALUATION FOUND THAT EFA FTI 

 is a useful global policy forum keeping Education for All on the political agenda;  

 has successfully maintained a focus on country ownership, promoted aid effectiveness 

principles, and built on country processes and structures; 

 has financed critical gaps in some countries which would otherwise be unaddressed; 

 provided incentives to undertake sector planning; 

 enabled some donors to scale up financing for basic education (UK, Spain, the Netherlands);  

 has provided a single joint mechanism to address basic education which remains important;  

 however, has fallen short of its expectations in the past. 

 

 

WHAT WE EXPECT TO ACHIEVE IN 2010 

 Increased financing for basic education; 

 10 more low-income countries joining the EFA FTI Partnership by the end of 2010; 

 15 more FTI countries to achieve or be on schedule to achieve gender parity by 2015; 

 A sound monitoring and evaluation framework that allows us to monitor results on the ground; 

 Stronger accountability mechanisms at the country level; and 

 A fully functioning PACE program providing funding to help low-income countries and fragile 

states develop their education sector plans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   For more information and to download the 2009 

Annual Report, please visit: 

 

www.educationfasttrack.org 

 

 
 

http://www.educationfasttrack.org/

